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. conditions in the Bulgarian Army May 1953.

2. "The equirment of an infantry soldier comsisZied cf 35 %0 4O izems vwhich were
returnabic and for which he had to vign receipis. Among otherc. tue following
items were issued: knapsack with various articles foxr coumbat readiness (c.".em
underwear, needles, ‘hread, (black and white), writing paper, onvolopes, posal
.tampe, cloan foot-clouts, a f£1lled water boisle; and a helmet, although the
iatter wae 1n.ely not used while on duty and there wore rumors that they would
be compleiely withdrawn. BSoldiers had no personal dressing kits. Other itecms
were : a wooden box with two pertitions, one for salt and the other for vaprika;
shoe polish and shoe brush; washing soap (200 grams every 10 days); towel; two
blankets; Zour sheets; two pillow-cases; o cap; & piece of tens cloth; an over-
coav; & winter uniform; swmmer uniform; beld; naversack; shoes; mess ¢in; xrifle;
bayonet (scme 60 cm long, of the Soviet-type) elways fixed on the rifle; two
cartridge pouches, each for 20 cartridges; gas mask; etc.

2., "Sovied uniforms were gradually introduced in the army beginning in 1950. Until
+he end of 1951 only those soldiers were Llssued Soviet-type uniforms who were
going for furloughs or to & parade. Upon resurn, the uniforms had to be given
up. In 1952, however, these uniforms were introduced to all units and in 1953
all aoldiers were wearing Soviet-type uniforms.

L, "Gas masks were of two types: the old German-make in metal containere, and the
new, Boviet-make, in canvas bags.
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5. “"fhe rifie was the Soviet 'Vintovka' o2 the 1918-1930-type, T7.62 cel. It wac kepti
locked 1n a closet in & room vhere the soldiers slcpt, along with cartridge pouch,
gae mask and helmet. The key was in the hands of the platocon commander, who issued
and collected thepe items each time. Normally eoach soldier had 60 cartridges and each
time he went on duty he received all of then and when he returned he had to return the
game amount. o

InZan Unite

6. “One platoon ( 'ZVOD') consisted of 20 to 24 men under the command of a second lieutenant.
Emch platoon was divided into three sections ( ‘Otdclenye’) each of which had eix to
eight men under the command of a sergeant. The latter is armed with the Soviet automatic
vimtol 'Spagen', 7.62 cal. Fach section (otdeleneye') had one 1ight machine gun of the
Soviet-type, 'Dekteriov', 7.62 cal; other soldiers were armed with the Soviet 'Vintovka'e
type rifles, 7.62 cal.

"“H%’*‘*“"“"“—“:m

7. “One company ('Rota'), under the command of & lieutenant, coneisted of 70 to Tk men,
diwvided into three platoons.

&, "npe battalion consisted of two companies and wag under the command of a genior lLieuten-
snt. Apart from him there was also a peolitical officer in the rank of lieutenant or
senior lieutenant.

9. “The lest battalion consisted of two rifle companies, while the 2-nd battalion had one
rifle company ( 'Strelkova Rota') and one campany of heavy machine guns ( 'Tezhka
Xartechna Rota'). The latter was composed of two platoons each equipped with three
heavy machine guns of the Maxim Sokolov type, cal. 7.62, snd of one mortar platoon.
Mortars were of a small calibre and soldiers carried them on their bdacks.

RIAN “aApart trom units enumcrated obove, the regiment aloo had one Signal platoon, (with
te>c-hone und radio scctions) consisting of 24 men, one artillery battery, conolrting 50X1-HUM
of three Cermangans and three Soviet mortars, all horse drivea (24 horses and sbout
70 men), ond one ger‘ce platoon with about 20 men and 14 horpes.

50X1-HUM
e | Itc commanding officer wuns “
Licutenans-Cclone.s (fnu) Maxinoy [T itical officer was Capt (fnu) 50X1-HUM
Dragoshtinovy] | ouwsanuang OITACCT OI Tae 1Bt DATTALLOD wAD genicre-lisaienant
{fau) Adamov the political officer wag Lieut (fnu) Atanasov. Commanding 50X1-HUM
of{icer of the P=nd battalion wnp Senior-licutenant (fnu) Nikolov] ~ |and the
polxtchl_nﬁmr_Tun Licut (fnu) Petrov cO of the batitery wano Major 50X1-HUM
Gl.ankov '
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